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Newsletter for the residents of Stretton, Stretton Woods, Stocken Hall and Stocken Mews: March 2020
Corona irus orces ackson Stops Closure
.

ow uickly life can
CHURCH is PEOPLE!

change nly a few short
weeks ago the ackson Stops
was ha ing its new thatched
roof finished off and now
this week because of the
Corona irus the Inn has
been forced to close for at
least the ne t onth.
owe er they are still
per itted to sell take away
eals and ha e produced a
special take away enu
which is included with this
newsletter. here is also a copy on our website at www.stretton illage.co.uk . ront of house anager
Richard nowles said they are in a fight for sur i al and hope that illagers will help the by taking
ad antage of the e ergency enu.

Stretton & Stocken Coronavirus support
Are you self-isolating? Are you unable to get to the
shops, post office or collect a prescription?
Gill Harker is coordinating requests and is in touch with
a group of volunteers who are willing to carry out minor
jobs for you. If you need help please contact:
Gill on 01780 410117 or grillandegg@hotmail.com
Also, if you are able to help and would like to join the
volunteers, please contact Gill, particularly if you are in
a low risk group.
Please pass this message to neighbours, particularly
those who may not have access to the internet
The virus has also affected the Easter church services.
Please see the article inside by Anne Adamson.
All of the latest Coronavirus news for the village,
including updates from our MP, Alicia Kearns, can be
found on our website at www.strettonvillage.co.uk.
If you wish to post some information on the site then
follow the ‘Contact Us’ links to reach Penny Isaacs.
You can also stay in contact via Facebook. Just search
for ‘Stretton in Rutland’

Community Centre
Fund reaches
£90,000
The fund to repair the
church roof and transform
the building into a Village
Community Centre has
had a fantastic boost
thanks to a donation from
the Mick George
Community Fund of
£35,000 and also £10,000
from the National Lottery
– Awards for All scheme.
This means we are almost
half way to our £200,000
target.
The Mick George grant
was made possible by the
generosity of the Leefe
family. See how and read
more Community centre
news on the back page……

STRETTON CHURCH NEWS
by Anne Adamson
Like most other public services, meetings and
functions, all church services are now closing for a
period, to restrict the spread of coronavirus. At the
time of writing, the spread of this virus is slowing in
China, and life is returning to normal. In the UK
we’re at an earlier stage, and we know that more is
to come. Schools are closing; key exams are
cancelled; people are unable to travel to support
their loved ones. So what can the church offer?
Church is people! Like everyone, we can support
those in need, we can use electronic
communication and be at the end of a phone line.
And we can pray. We want to continue praying, so
churches in our benefice have agreed that
individuals will pray at the same time on Thursdays,
at 8.00 am, 8.00 pm or both. Do join us!
Stretton church building, at the end of a lane and all
but invisible from the road, is normally kept locked,
with a list of key-holders in the porch. If you would
like to be in our church, please contact Jonathan.
Other churches in our benefice, at Cottesmore,
Exton and Greetham, are regularly unlocked during
the day and will continue to provide places of
prayer for our whole community.

Let’s not become a collection of terrified, furtive
hand-washers, with hearts that thump madly when
we happen to touch our faces. God is bigger than
all of this. He cares about every aspect of our lives.
We believe that death is not the end of a
relationship with him. Sometimes in church we
hear Jesus’ words: “Do not let your hearts be
troubled – believe in God, believe also in me”.
Those who believe can’t place our hope in a
trouble-free life, but in God’s ability to sustain us
whatever happens. It’s normal to be anxious, but
can we see beyond this?
Here is a short prayer for us all: (from
www.churchofengland.org.) For more thoughts and
suggestions, see also the home page of our
benefice website:
https://northrutlandchurches.org.uk.
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your
mercy.
Sustain and support the anxious, be with those who
care for the sick and lift up all who are brought low,
that we may find comfort, knowing that nothing can
separate us from your love,
in Jesus Christ our Lord

Church contacts: Rector: Anthony Oram.
RevAnthonyOram@gmail.com
Churchwarden: Jonathan Pattison jonathan@hal5000.co.uk
Reader: Anne Adamson
annecadamson@aol.com
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01572 812948
01780 410881
01572 812816
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hilst on holiday in Grenada, Julian passed away peacefully
on January th aged . fter some years in
ampstead, London, Julian and wife Jill moved to the village
in
living at The ld chool. e had many interests
including the arts, walking, reading, travel and cats.
is family had been in Grenada for about
years with his
late father being born on the island. The Lesseys were a
leading island family introduced the nutmeg to the est
Indies which resulted in a silver cup from ueen ictoria
orn in roadstairs, Julian won a scholarship to Tonbridge
chool and a state scholarship to hrist hurch, xford.
fter national service and five years in the foreign office, he worked in industry including the
I . e was well respected by everyone for his wit, intellect, an infectious smile and great
friendship. Julian had a life long interest in the environment and was chairman of the
utland branch of
ampaign to rotect ural ngland for years and a trustee for
years.
Julian’s funeral celebration was led by rof arah Tarlow, a humanist celebrant. calypso
player, ing Don, provided a wonderful aribbean touch. bout
attended at the
crematorium followed by a buffet lunch at The ld chool.

around the woods, but now the trees are
We are very fortunate to have a great walk only established the fence will be removed this year.
In its place, the Trust will be installing a
a few hundred metres from the village. It is
owned by The Woodland Trust and Katie Philips standard post and rail fence with gates to
maintain the woodland boundary and public
of the Trust has provided this background
access. Regular dog walkers are advised,
article.
however, that this is not a stock fence so dogs
The 82 acres of George Henry Wood is named
will need to be under control near the road.
after George Henry Sellars who lived in
The site is now home to many species of
Greetham and whose kind legacy made the
insects and birds which makes it a lovely place
acquisition of the site by the Woodland Trust
possible. The Trust now own and manage the to walk in, whether accompanied by a four
legged friend or just enjoying a stroll. So why
site and enable free public access to the
not enjoy a wander along the extensive path
woods.
network at the woods, and take in the lovely
Originally used for arable faming, the site is
views of the surrounding countryside?
now a woodland with open areas of
The Woodland Trust is the UKs largest
wildflowers. It has a chalky soil which
woodland conservation charity. We have
wildflowers and grasses love, so a good
500,000 members and supporters and more
proportion of open ground was built into the
design back in 2007, to enable these flowers to than 1000 woods of our own which are free to
visit anytime. Our vision is a UK rich in native
thrive.
A wide selection of trees were planted with the woods and trees, for people and wildlife. We
can’t achieve it on our own. e need your help
help of the local community. Species planted
too. Find out more about supporting us on our
included ash, oak, field maple, hazel, and
website at
hawthorn which are all typical of the
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/aboutsurrounding landscape. The trees have been
us/who-we-are/
protected for many years by the deer fence

George Henry Wood

Neighbourhood Watch
Michael & Bea Arnold, 4 Stowe Court 01780 410888 [Mobile 07771522877] Email arnyco@hotmail.com

Community Centre Fund tops £90,000
ro the front page….
In order for The Mick George Community Fund Loan to
be secured, it was necessary for the village, in its
application, to donate 11% in a lump sum as a landfill tax
offset. The grant was made possible by a very generous
donation fro the eefe fa ily in e ory of ohn’s
parents who lived in the village for many years. The
Leefe family donated nearly £4,000 and this released the
£35,000 grant under the go ern ent ‘Contributing hird
Party’ ta rules. It goes without saying that if you know
of how we could raise further funds in this way let me
know!
Part of the Community project is aimed at bringing to life
our rich village history. Richard Foster is a keen amateur
historian and was involved with the group several years
ago who researched and documented our local history.
Now Richard is going lead the work to bring our history
to life through talks and interactive displays. If this
interests you and you would like to help, why not
contact Richard on 411020?
We are hoping that work can start on repairing the roof
this summer or early autumn. We are held up because of
our resident bats, which are protected by law.
Fortunately, we have been included in a government
sche e for ‘Bats in Churches’ and a specialist tea will
set about devising a strategy so that we can co-exist with
our bat-friends. However, because of this, it is likely to
be several months before we can get under way.

In the meantime, Penny Isaacs has been busy working on
the new website at www.stnicholasproject.co.uk . You can
follow the links from the village site. The site is not yet
complete, but we aim to add all of the relevant
information as it becomes available. If you have not
already done so, you can find a copy of our survey on the
site. Please complete and return to Penny or Lizzie Foster.
It’s obviously pleasing that the results of the survey have
been very supportive and positive. However, one concern
is the car parking along Church Lane. I am pleased to
report that Johnny and Helen Hall have agreed to consider
whether a car park could be created in their field which
has an entrance into the lane. e’ll keep you informed as
the plans develop.
We continue to apply for grants and, as well as other
‘landfill’ sites, we are now considering an application to
the National Lottery Heritage Fund (NLHF). Our village
fund raising has already been affected by the virus, and
there is likely to be further impacts, but we can look
forward to when life returns to normal and we have made
further strides towards a wonderful community space.

……Parish News….
Parish Council
With regret Mr Brian Lester resigned from
his post as council chairman because of the
pressures of single-handedly running his
farm. At an extraordinary meeting of the
parish council Mr Paul Finlay was elected to
take over with immediate effect. The
meeting thanked Mr Lester for his work as
Chairman. Mr Lester will remain on the
council as a member. At the same meeting
it was announced that Parish Clerk, Mrs
Sarah Gresty had also decided to leave her
post. This is a sad blow because Mrs Gresty
has done a huge amount to sort out some of
the technical and procedural issues that
councils now have to deal with. There is a
vacancy if you would like to apply, please
contact our new chairman, Mr Paul Finlay via
strettonparishcouncilclerk@gmail.com
Stretton and Stocken Speed survey. The
Parish Council has accepted the
recommendations of the RCC speed survey.
New road markings and village signs will be
installed in the next few months. However,
the police have advised against reducing the
speed limit of the Stocken Road. The PC has
asked for this ruling to be challenged. Our
requests for speed indictors on the Clipsham
approach has been agreed although we will
need to undergo a trial to prove their
effectiveness. This is likely to be towards the
end of this year.
Ram Jam Inn. A revised application to
develop the Ram Jam site was discussed at
the Extraordinary meeting. Although there
was some improvement to the bid, the same
concerns about opening fast food outlets for
passing trade, the traffic bottleneck at the
garage and the sewage infrastructure
remain. At the time of writing, no further
decision has been made.
Should you have any comments or
contributions for future newsletters,
please contact the current editor,
Greg Harker on 410117 or
grillandegg@hotmail.com
As you can see from the above article, I
now have my hands full with the
community centre project so would very
much like to hand over newsletter duties.
If you would like to take on the editorship
of the newsletter, please contact me!

