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On
October, a joint Rutland and Lincolnshire CC
seminar was held to consider the future of the A1
in our area with representatives from both county
councils, Highways England, businesses,
emergency services and parishes. There is a
growing concern that traffic volume is steadily
increasing and, because of the many minor access
points, the number of accidents and frequency of
closure is increasing. Almost 50% of traffic on the
A1 is transiting both counties and more housing
and businesses are inevitably planned for the ‘A1
Corridor’. There was an acceptance that
businesses and private lives are being affected by
the increase in traffic and so parish councils were

effects on business and private lives. Highways
England said that they had started to close laybys
and block off right turns where it was becoming
unsafe. An organisation, Midlands Connect, has
been engaged to gather and quantify the evidence
and will report next year. Highways England did,
however, confirm that there are currently no
formal plans to upgrade our stretch of the A1 to
motorway standard. Cllr Gordon Brown of RCC, in
his keynote speech at the end said that he hoped
the road would become a 3 lane motorway by
2050. Whilst this will be of concern to us, the
route of a motorway may or may not follow the
current A1 route. I also wonder if we will all be
driving silent, non polluting electric vehicles by
then?

people and it’s vital for God too. If you want,
come and spend some time together with other
By Rev Anthony Oram
people from the community this Christmas to
Have you ever wondered what makes a
realise again how fantastic it is that Jesus came.
successful village? Do you even think there is
It has long been the aim of those who care about
such a thing as a successful village? Being
our community to develop the church building
residents of Stretton or Stocken, you will have
your own ideas about the benefits, plusses and into a place that can host more than just church
problems for the village. But my guess would be services. They want to provide for the parish a
that you’d like to see your village become more – place where the villagers can come together:
more welcoming, friendlier, livelier, and certainly have meetings, do group activities, enjoy parties
and so on - in a warm and welcoming facility
more attractive. Not that it’s not any of those
that’s been updated to today’s standards. Do you
things now, but what could make it more so?
agree? Do you think it’s important for the village
One of the essential things for a successful
village community to have is somewhere to meet to have a place like that? Then add your voice,
time and energy to make it happen – because it
together. Somewhere that allows people to
come and spend time together in a larger group won’t happen otherwise. I’m sure you all want to
see the village as successful as it can be, and this
than would fit into a living room. Because
is one way we can make it more so.
community is built on relationships, and good
Another is to …….
relationships are fostered by being able to do
things together.
Come and join us for the Carol
As we approach the Christmas season, Christians
service at St Nicholas, Stretton on
start thinking about the fact that God came to be
Sunday 15th at 16.00; or the Holy
with us. The God of heaven considered personal
relationship with us so important, he was born
Communion on Christmas morning
as a baby boy, grew up and lived as a man with
at 1030.
us, just to show his great love for us. Relationship
is vital in establishing connection between

A Sense of Community

Stretton Emergency Response Plan
By John McCarthy, 9 Walnut Close . Tel:01780 410617
Could it happen here?
In any winter there is a risk, albeit small, that an exceptional
fall of snow could cause severe chaos on the A1 with traffic
at a standstill, cars buried and stranded people coming into
the village for refuge. The weight of snow could disrupt
electricity and freezing cold could disrupt water supplies. The
emergency services may be overwhelmed dealing with
priority calls all over the county so we could be on our own
for a considerable period of time. This is one of a few risks
why the parish (I mean parish, the plan includes Stocken as
well as Stretton) Emergency Response Coordination Team
was formed to lead the response and to make sure the parish
is best placed to look after itself until the emergency services
are able to take over. Other risks could be flood or storm
damage. We have assembled an emergency store of things
such as a small generator, radios, foil blankets, shovels, sand
bags, water containers etc. that might be needed in such an
eventuality.
The Response Coordination Team held its annual meeting on
December 4th to review how the village will respond to the
sort of emergency envisaged above. This year we had the
added benefit of having two emergency planners from the
Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland (LLR) Emergency
Planning Team who were able to give us an insight into the
response to recent flooding emergencies that they attended.
It was also an opportunity for our regular representative,
Eniola Ogundeko to introduce her replacement, Helen Hardy,
who will be assuming the Rutland post in January 2020.
Eniola has been a great help to us especially in assisting with
the provision of emergency equipment. Interestingly, during
the recent floods, both ladies deployed to villages affected
and who had implemented their emergency response plans.
The meeting highlighted that we currently have insufficient
street wardens. In the snow storm scenario, movement
around the parish could be very difficult and so a point of
contact for a particular street or area could usefully provide
information to and from the area. The warden would be
aware of vulnerable people and would save people having to
travel to investigate. There is no work entailed in
volunteering, other than making you aware of the resources
we have at our disposal, but you will be someone who the
Coordination Team can call upon during an emergency;
someone who can report who in their street might need help
more than others. If you are interested in doing this job, this
winter, please contact me and I can provide more details.

……Parish News….
Parish Council
Council Chairman, Mr Brian Lester was pleased
to announce that Michael Arnold has been coopted onto the Parish Council. Michael is
already the Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator
for the parish This means that there is only one
vacancy left on the parish council. If this
interests you please contact the council clerk at
strettonparishcouncilclerk@gmail.com
Stretton and Stocken Speed survey. The
Parish Council has received a report from RCC
transport department on speeding within the
parish. The report confirms anecdotal
evidence that there is significant speeding on
the road from Clipsham and on the road to
Stocken. The council has reviewed the speed
survey and recommended to RCC that there is
a 40 mph speed limit on the Stocken Road and
that speed indicators are introduced at the
edges of the village at both the A1 end and the
Clipsham approach.
A1 Noise Reduction Scheme. The council has
been advised that the resurfacing of the A1
alongside Stretton has been delayed because
of a major road construction project in the
Grantham area. The resurfacing has, however,
been rescheduled for the 21/22 financial year.
Meanwhile some properties, most affected by
A1 noise, are in process of applying for grants
to reduce the noise levels in homes. Details
can be found on the Highways England
website.
Ram Jam Inn. The appeal to the Secretary of
State by the Ram Jam developers has been
rejected. It is understood that they are
considering a further application to develop the
Ram Jam site taking into account local
concerns.
Woolfox and St George’s Barracks
development. A grant of over £29m for
housing infrastructure has been approved for
the St George's site. There were no significant
changes reported on the Woolfox development

Neighbourhood Watch
Although we are fortunate to have very low crime rate in Stretton & Stocken, I would ask that you continue to be
vigilant in reporting suspicious people and vehicles. Just call me at the number below if you are unhappy about
something or someone. The police were made aware of the vehicle abandoned at the entrance to the village and,
after following due process, RCC came and removed it. Several burglaries have taken place across Rutland and we
cannot be complacent. As well as your property, think of how you can protect your shed or outbuildings, making it
more difficult for the thief.
This time of year is prime time for computer scams, many asking for you to verify account details. There is no doubt
that the scams are getting more sophisticated, but quite often there are spelling or grammatical mistakes that will
make you suspicious. Of course, if you are asked to verify an account, the best way is to go back independently of
your computer to the account administrator to confirm or otherwise the request.
A reminder to download the Rutland NHW App from the Playstore; this contains police contacts and alerts plus other
useful numbers. …. Wishing you all a safe Christmas and New year
Michael & Bea Arnold, 4 Stowe Court 01780 410888 [Mobile 07771522877] Email arnyco@hotmail.com

St Nicholas Church Community Centre Fund
Reaches £38,600 by Greg Harker
Work to develop our St Nicholas Church into a
community centre is gathering pace. The project
team has applied to several grant giving bodies
and, so far, some £33,600 has been donated to the
cause. As reported in the Summer Newsletter,
there has been a setback, in that the roof requires
urgent repair, but I’m pleased to say that we have
raised £32,500 towards the cost of that repair.
This, together with funds already raised, means
that the total fund now stands at £38,600. We
also now have permission from the church
authorities both to go ahead with roof repairs, but
also to start the process of introducing modern
features, and putting the church building at the
heart of our community.
The church community centre project aims to
replace the current floor and pews with a single,
level, oak floor across the church, making it
wheelchair friendly. The pews will be replaced by
high quality stacking chairs that can be arranged to
suit any event. Once this phase is completed, a
disabled toilet will be added, a heating system
installed as well as a servery for preparing light
refreshments. Historically, of course, before the
Victorians introduced pews, the church was the
centre of the community with markets and public
meetings taking place. A key aim of the project is
to retain the ‘look and feel’ of the church. This will
be done by opening up the vestry area, exposing a
hidden stained glass window and creating a special

area for christenings in the 12th century font. The
110 year old organ will, at the same time, be
refurbished with its pipes painted gold and re-sited
in a more prominent position. The result will be a
large, warm, dry, comfortable space where private
events, concerts, film nights, parent – child clubs ,
public events, sports, fetes, exhibitions and coffee
mornings can be held. At the same time, church
goers will still have a beautiful church in which to
worship. 3 other points to make: first, that the
church is currently used on less than 10% of the
days of the year. These improvements plan to
raise utilisation to at least 50%. Secondly, that
with a small charge for use of the church, it will
become self sustaining and paying for its own
maintenance. Finally, not having been refurbished
since 1881, and with pews and floors rotting, this
work will ensure the church and community centre
is good to go for another generation.

Of course, there is still a long way to go. With the
roof repairs, the bill is likely to reach about
£200,000 of which we have raised nearly 20%.
The project team will continue to apply for grants
and much of the funding will come through that
route. However, all grant bodies look for evidence
that we are helping ourselves through local fund
raising and so we do need your support. As well as
being generous at fund raising events, we are
always looking for novel ways of raising more. If
you feel that you could run a fund raising event or
that you wish to get involved, please contact me at
410117.

Big Quiz Winners
The Stretton quiz team of Bob and Yvonne
Harrison, Jonathan and Cassie Pattison and
baby Barnaby (back and centre of the
photograph) recently won the Tearfund
Big Quiz event at Cottesmore Church. The
Big Quiz is a national event, held for the
first time last year, with more than 500
churches and groups taking part and
raising £172,000 across
the UK. Our winning team scored 52 out
of 80. Congratulations to the team!

Should you have any comments or contributions for future newsletters, please contact the current editor,
Greg Harker on 410117 or grillandegg@hotmail.com
As you can see from the above article, I now have my hands full with the community centre project so would
very much like to hand over newsletter duties. If you would like to take on the editorship of the newsletter,
please contact me!

CAROL SINGING – 19 Dec
Many thanks to all the members who
helped clean the Church and Churchyard
for Remembrance and Christmas.
We will be Carol Singing around the village
on Thursday 19 December, meeting at the
Bus Shelter at 6.30pm. Carol sheets will be
provided but please bring a torch.

Macmillan Coffee Morning
by Jill Lessey
On Saturday 28th September a coffee
morning was held at The Old School as part
of the annual national World’s Biggest
Coffee Morning run by Macmillan Cancer
Support. The weather was dire but we
attracted 80 people on the gate and the
excellent total of £840 has been sent to
Macmillan. Many thanks to everyone who
supported this event hosted by Jill and
Julian Lessey with a wonderful team from
the parish and other local areas. To our
£840 contribution to Macmillan can be
added a further £431 for The Friends of St
Nicholas and £100 for the Geoff Hamilton
New Gardener’s Foundation making a grand
total of £1371 for the coffee morning. An
outstanding result!
To date Macmillan has raised £24m on this
project. In our thank you note from Abby
(head coffee lady for Macmillan) ‘ Every
penny you’ve raised will help Macmillan be
right there for people living with cancer, as
we continue to offer emotional, physical and
financial support to those who need us’.

Penny Isaacs and Andrew Hayns will not be sending
cards to friends in the village, but will be making a
donation to the Friends of St Nicholas
towards converting the church to
accommodate community activities.
We wish all our friends a
Happy Christmas and Health, Wealth and Happiness in
2020.

STRETTON – A BRIEF HISTORY – By Richard Foster
At Heart of England, Rutland lies
And, ere the Domesday Book, had been
The dowry of the Royal House
A wedding gift for Harold's Queen.
Hard by the Romans’ Ermine Street
A Saxon village long ago,
Old Stretton and its humble folk
Have watched odd bodies come and go.
Humans yes, but also cattle,
Hog and horse and ewe and tup,
Have provided din and prattle
As the hordes moved down and up.
The 'Conqueror' to Northern realms
The 'Hammer of the Scots' as well
The Great and Bad have crossed our turf
O’er centuries, for good or ill.
Especially when Charles the First
Did cast his lot with French and others
Caused a Civil War to split
Fathers, mothers, sisters, brothers.
The Horsman boys of Stretton Manor
Took two very salient parts
Lifted high the Roundhead Banner
Fought with stoutest English hearts.
And Stretton-born, that noble horse,
Named “Copenhagen”, yes it's true,
From Stocken Hall he ran his course,
Across the sea to Waterloo,
Where duty called and deeds were done,
He did his best, as records show,
He carried mighty Wellington,
Showed Bonaparte the way to go*
The grand and great, the rich and clever,
Have throughout our village plied
While peasants smelly, travellers ever
Wandered through our countryside.
And some have stopped and supped a while
At ancient inns like “Jackson-Stops,”
And savoured many splendoured grub,
The juice of grapes and malt and hops.
And little's changed, for here today
Are gathered at this splendid spot
A populace of wholesome folk
A handsome, pretty polyglot!
Who worship at St Nick's fine Church
And nurdle long into the night
While happy and content to bear
The title proud of 'Strettonite'.
*(Where is he now? I hear you say,
Why stuffed - at home at Stratfield Saye)

