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St Nicholas’ Church Repairs
Get £10,000 Boost
Rutland Historic Churches Preservation
Trust (RHCPT) has awarded a grant of
£10,000 towards repairs to St Nicholas’
Church roof .
As a first step towards refurbishing the church,
(See the Spring Newsletter) an architect was
asked to carry out a full survey to establish the
state of the church fabric. The result of the
survey was that several areas of roof were
leaking, plaster was falling from ceilings and
there were signs of death watch beetle. At a
meeting of the Friends of St Nicholas held in July,
it was unanimously agreed that the church roof
repairs must take priority over reordering and
The Friends voted a further £10,000 to match
the funding from RHCPT.
Contractors will come to inspect and repair the
damage, but in the worst case, some of the roofs
might need replacing. If so, more funding will
be needed and the Parochial Church Council
(PCC) is applying to several other potential
grant-giving bodies.
Although this is a setback for plans to improve
the church by installing a toilet, heating and a
servery, we shall continue to raise funds as best
we can towards that goal. Whether you are a
church goer or not, the church is a major village
asset and if it could be ‘reordered’ (ie changed in
outlay) it will benefit us all, allowing it to be used
for village events and by clubs. The aim is for it
to become, effectively, our village hall as well as
retaining its charm and beauty as our village
church.
When applying for grants it is essential that we
demonstrate as much support as possible within
the Parish. This is where we need your help.
You’ll see that there are several articles in the
Newsletter concerned with fund raising. In
particular there is the Rutland Ride and Stride
(details on page 3) and also the Macmillan
coffee morning – where funds will be raised for
the Friends of St Nicholas.
Also, issued with this newsletter is an appeal
from Mr John Leefe, our chairman of ‘The
Friends’ for regular funds to support the church.
Please support us in any way you can, especially
by attending these fund-raising functions.

CHURCH is PEOPLE!

Congregation at the recent pet service, held in the field
behind the church courtesy of Paul and Corrinne Cassapi

Church is people! By Anne Adamson
The first Christians met in homes. But wherever the
Christian faith has taken root, we have normally built
special places to meet. Historically, these have been
used by the community in a variety of other ways as
well. We value our place of worship in this village. It
exists for the benefit of the whole community and we
are grateful to all of those who not only keep it going
but try to plan realistically for the future. You can see
that much of this newsletter is devoted to these plans
and the associated fund raising.
Yet the church is basically people, not buildings. About
half way through the first century, a respected leader
among a group violently opposed to the Christian faith
made a remarkable statement:
‘If their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will
fail. But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop
these men: you will only find yourselves fighting against
God’.
No time scale here, and no indication that a group of
Christians might survive in a particular place. Certainly
no promise that a building will survive. The church in
Stretton continues almost 900 years of tradition when
we meet on first and third Sundays at 11.15am to sing,
read, pray, and learn together. We’d love to see you
there!

The next special occasion is our

Harvest Festival on September 15th
A special, visitor-friendly service at the usual time
of 11.15 am will be followed by a ploughman’s
lunch in church. Do plan to join us - save the date
now!

……Parish News….
Parish Council Chairman
After 4 years as Chairman of the Parish Council,
Richard Foster has stood down. The role of
chairman is by no means easy and makes a heavy
commitment on time and on the family. It is fair to
say that there have been some turbulent times, but
Richard has always put the interests of the village as
his highest priority. It is also worth noting that
Richard has also retired from his role as Cabinet
Minister for Children Services and Armed Forces
Champion on Rutland County Council. Richard has
worked tirelessly in this role to improve the service
to children across the county and received many
plaudits on his retirement.
Mr Brian Lester, of Church Farm has taken over
from Richard as Chair of the Parish Council. Brian
runs the farm single handed and so the
chairmanship on top of this is going to be a
particularly tough task. We wish him well and ask
for understanding in his new role.
Stretton and Stocken Speed survey. The Parish
Council has received a report from RCC Transport
department on speeding within the Parish. The
report confirms anecdotal evidence that there is
widespread speeding on the road from Clipsham
and on the road to Stocken. There is a
recommendation that additional road signs should
be introduced and these will be considered at the
next Parish Council meeting.
Ram Jam Inn. The Parish Council has been
informed that Messrs Godwin have appealed the
decision not to grant planning permission to
replace the Ram Jam Inn with fast food outlets to
the Secretary of State. At the time of printing, the
outcome of the appeal is not yet known.

2019 Nurdling finalists, Andrew Hayns and
winner, Richard Foster
World Nurdling Championship
Competitors gathered at the Jackson Stops on
Bank Holiday Monday for the World Nurdling
Championships. Conditions were difficult this
year because of the heat and because a new
lead sheet at the back of the Nurdling pitch
made the pennies bounce in a more regular
way and so luck was much less of a factor.
The early start also meant that some
competitors lacked sufficient beer to steady
their aim.
The early rounds saw many of the ladies being
knocked out including last year’s champion Gill
Harker. Nonetheless, Julia Johnson won
through with some logic-defying throws and at
one stage a final between her and son,
William, was on the cards. However, William
was beaten in the semi-final by Andrew Hayns
and in the other semi-final, Julia was beaten by
Richard Foster. There followed a closely
fought and exciting final, won by Richard who
wins the world title for the second time.
Our thanks must go to Mandy, Rob and the
team at the Jackson Stops for their usual,
brilliant support

Neighbourhood Watch
By Michael Arnold
Fortunately, although the criminal fraternity have been as active as ever, they have generally avoided our
Parish. This said, we are most likely to be affected by the many scams both online and telephone; the main
ones purporting to be from HMRC, BT, TV Licence and council tax. The basic rule, of course, is to ignore them
unless you can verify they are genuine.
There have been several thefts of power tools in our area, so as well as ensuring their security how about
noting down serial numbers and taking photos? Larger items such as ride on mowers and golf buggies have also
been targeted. A caravan was recently stolen from Greetham Garage and there were similar attempts in the
Ketton area so please be alert to this.
One tip from the police is to avoid letting it be known on social media that you will be away; thieves do monitor
Facebook, etc to check for clues on empty properties.
The police have also appealed for any signs of hare coursing taking place. Once the fields have been harvested
the coursing season will start in earnest. As always, the advice is to stay alert and make life as difficult as
possible for those who break the law.
A reminder about the Rutland Neighbourhood Watch app it contains current news and alerts and contact
numbers for Police etc. Phone 101 for crime reporting and 999 for crimes in progress.
Michael & Bea Arnold, 4 Stowe Court 01780 410888 [Mobile 07771522877] Email arnyco@hotmail.com

Stretton Emergency Response Plan
By John McCarthy
When a wide scale major incident occurs the
Emergency Services have to focus their resources
on helping the most vulnerable and those most
badly affected, particularly when lives are at risk. It
is therefore possible that during this coming winter
our community might be affected but may not
receive immediate assistance because others are in
greater need. Risks for us include widespread
snow, flooding or power outage. It is for this
reason that the Leicestershire, Leicester & Rutland
Emergency Planning Team asked communities to
be in a position to help themselves in these
exceptional circumstances. The Parish Council
covering Stretton, Stocken & Stretton Woods via an
Emergency Response Team produced an
Emergency Response Plan that helps to identify the
skills, knowledge and resources that can be
mustered in such a situation.
We are still without representation from Stocken
and Stretton Woods. We ask for volunteers from
both areas to assist with the further development
of the Plan. If interested, please contact me by
phone, e-mail or text; my details are shown below.
The volunteers would assist in the running of an
incident and act as Street wardens to assist in
contacting vulnerable people in their street to
ensure they are safe and establish if there is
anything they might need. I stress that the plan will
be activated only in times of extreme emergency
when the Emergency Services are engaged
elsewhere in higher priority work.
There will be a training session one evening in
December where we will run through a number of
scenarios and become familiar with emergency
equipment we have at our disposal. We only call
upon your time, once per year….not too much to
ask is it? The aim is to do what we can to help
ourselves, to support each other and to safeguard
the most vulnerable members in our community. If
you can help please get in touch.
John McCarthy, Response Team Coordinator
9 Walnut Close
01780 410617
07497 625489
Email:taffsuemccarthy@yahoo.co.uk

Should you have any comments or contributions
for future newsletters, or better still, if you
would like to become the editor (!) please
contact the current editor, Greg Harker on
410117 or grillandegg@hotmail.com

2019
Rutland Ride+Stride is a sponsored event for
cyclists, joggers, walkers and horse riders. It’s
held every 2 years and the next event is on
Saturday 14th September 2019.
Participants challenge themselves to visit as
many churches as they can by their chosen
mode of transport and at the same time raise
money to support the work of the Rutland
Historic Churches Preservation Trust. (who have
just granted £10,000 towards our church – page
1)
It is open to individuals, families, groups and
teams. The event is held in Rutland once every
two years in order to raise money for the
preservation of the county’s beautiful and
ancient church buildings. All the information
and forms you need to take part are on:
www.rutlandrideandstride.org.uk. You’ll need to
register and download both a sponsorship form
and a ‘churches visited form’. Then, gain
sponsorship from family and friends (and others)
for the number of churches visited between
10.00 am and 6.00pm. Donating is made easy by
a link to the ‘Just Giving’ website from Ride and
Stride.
Half the money that participants raise in
sponsorship will be re-allocated specifically to
their nominated church (hopefully St Nicholas,
Stretton!) and the other half to the funds of the
Rutland Historic Churches Preservation Trust for
general use on churches/chapels in the county
of Rutland.
We are also asking for volunteers to sit in the
church for an hour (between the hours of 10am
and 6pm ) to welcome participants to our
Church. If you can help with this please contact
Jonathan Pattison:
Email: jonathan@hal5000.co.uk
Telephone: 07970820042

THIS YEAR’S MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING WILL BE
AT
THE OLD SCHOOL, STRETTON,
OPPOSITE THE JACKSON STOPS, ON
SATURDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER FROM 10.00AM TO 1.00PM
Your hosts: Julian & Jill Lessey
As well as supporting Macmillan, funds are being raised for The
Friends of St Nicholas’ Church
There will be stalls, musicians, refreshments, a raffle and
tours of The Old School

How you can help
Please donate a bottle of wine or similar for the bottle stall or
perhaps an unwanted gift as a raffle prize. These can be left
at Pantiles
We would also like quality goods for the ‘White Elephant’ stall
including books (but please - no electrical goods). These can
be left at The Old School, outside the garage.
A team will also collect donations on Sat 21st September or you
can contact Jill if you would like us to collect at other times
So far there are 14 stalls, but if you have an idea for another
stall or you are available to help, please contact Jill on
01780 410533 or email: djlessey16@gmail.com

Most of all please come along and support
these worthy causes.
Entrance £4

