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Stocken Defibrillator Installed

A second defibrillator for the parish has been
installed at No 1 Stowe Court – part of The
Shires care home – The installation was a joint
project with The Shires, the Parish Council and
helped by a donation of £200 from the Karen
Ball Trust. Installation was carried out by the
Community Heartbeat Trust and the
defibrillator has become part of the East
Midlands Ambulance Service resource.

The defibrillator is safe to be used by
untrained personnel and has full instructions
for use contained in its case. Advice from the
emergency services is that if you suspect
someone is having a heart attack:
• Dial 999 and get an ambulance on the way.
(The Ambulance Service will provide the
defibrillator cabinet code)
• Commence CPR (Cardiopulmonary
Resuscitation)
• Get more help: send someone for the
defibrillator whilst CPR is continued
Local Church Services:
Maundy Thursday April 18
Benefice Service with Holy Communion at
Thistleton
Good Friday April 19
Cross walk a total of about 15 miles. You can
join or leave at any of the churches.
Approximate timings are:
Clipsham 7.45 to start walking at 8am;
Stretton 8.35 am; Thistleton 10.00; Barrow
cross 11.30; Cottesmore 12.15; Exton 1.00
pm Greetham 2.45
Easter Sunday April 21 Stretton 11.15 am
Holy Communion by extension (which means
that we bring consecrated wafers and wine
from an earlier service)

GREETINGS FROM YOUR NEW RECTOR!
Tessa and I are delighted to have finally arrived and
we are enjoying making our home here in this lovely
part of the world. We arrived in January and have
been acclimatising happily.

The new Rector of our Benefice, the
Reverend Anthony Oram and his wife, Tessa

Originally I am from London, where Tessa and I met
and had our children. We moved North in 2005 and
spent time both in Beverley and Hull - my curacy was
spent in a small church in East Hull. However, Tessa is
actually a Stamford girl, so for her this move has a
‘coming home’ sense about it. Our two boys have
moved away – one as a sound designer in Wilmslow,
and the other a student at Derby University , but they
both come back to see us often.
We are both looking forward to getting to know you
in Stretton. We have had a warm welcome from the
church, and love our Sundays there. Do pop in and
see us on a Sunday morning when we are there,
usually the first Sunday of the month, and introduce
yourself to us. We are looking forward to a few
Sunday lunches at the Jackson Stops which has been
recommended to us many times over!
We will be praying for you as a village, and are very
happy to pray for you and with you in any
circumstance that comes up that baffles or
overwhelms you. Our experience has proved to us
that asking God for help always makes a difference,
and can sometimes be the first step of an adventure

Expanding Use of The Church to
include Community Activities
The Parochial Church Council (PCC) and the
Friends of St Nicholas Church (FOSN) have
joined forces to have another attempt at
‘reordering’ the village church, to create a
more flexible layout and enable community
events to take place whilst retaining the
atmosphere and feel of the magnificent old
building.
John Leefe, Chairman of the FOSN and a member
of the PCC said that a great deal of work was done
at the last attempt in 2015, but the project
floundered because we were unable to secure
sufficient grant money. Now, a joint project team
has started to review the work and, based on the
permissions already granted, is hoping to start
work this year.
The church was last refurbished in 1881/2 and the
flooring is in need of replacement. The aim is to
replace the 4 pew platforms with a single, level
oak floor space with removable chairs rather than
the 1881 pine pews in the nave. (The special oak
pews in the north and south transepts would
remain). The flexible seating arrangements will
allow use by local people (whether or not church
goers) for almost all kinds of events. For example,
parent and child groups, business meetings,
exercise classes, use by clubs (eg bridge), private
parties, fund raising events, concerts and film
nights to name but a few.
A disabled toilet would also be installed, modern
heating introduced and a servery added.
Both the Church and the community would
benefit from having the floor repaired, a toilet on
site and a warm environment. As we have no
village hall or public meeting place and no regular
bus service, the church would be able to offer
itself as a social hub for the village.
Getting Started
Raising the funds to complete the re-ordering
was, and still is, the greatest challenge. Last
year’s fete kick-started the renewed campaign,
but there is still a long way to go. The original

estimate for the cost of the entire works
programme was in the order of £150,000, and so
far, we have raised about £15,000. This seems
daunting, but the plans have been broken down
into 6 self-contained phases and the first phase
would be about £20,000, so we are not so far
from being able to make a start. The committee
has started to apply for grants and we’ll keep you
updated.
The Friends of St Nicholas (FOSN)
The Parochial Church Council, by law, manage the
church and are required to approve any changes.
The Friends of St Nicholas Church (FOSN) is a
charity set up to support the church through the
PCC. The ‘Friends’ may or may not be church
goers. Members come from all faiths and none,
but they are people who do not want to see an
important and beautiful part of our heritage fall
into disrepair on our watch. The FOSN receive
donations and raise funds through events in the
village such as the fete, nurdling, concerts and
carol singing.
How can you help?
Simply by supporting fund raising events is an
enormous help. But why not join The Friends of
St Nicholas? It is a non-religious organisation. It
supports the work being conducted at the church
including the re-ordering. It costs £12 /year to
join. If you are interested, please contact Lizzie
Foster on 411020.
If you feel you would like to make a donation, it
can be made either to FOSN or directly to the
PCC. Please contact the Chairman, Mr John Leefe
(Tel: 410121 or john@jpleefe.co.uk) if you would
like to make a direct donation
If you are contemplating entering a charity fund
raising event such as a cycle ride or run, why not
raise funds for your village community project?
If you are able to organise an event such as a talk,
a concert or a coffee morning then please
consider doing it in aid of this local and
worthwhile project. It would help to make the
most use of this magnificent village asset and
benefit us all.
Greg Harker. Reordering project manager

RUTLAND BRANCH OF THE COTTAGE GARDEN SOCIETY
A branch of the C.G.S was launched at Barnsdale Gardens in April 2009 by Jill Lessey & a small group of
members. The branch now has 82 members & meets monthly looking at gardens & nurseries in & around
Rutland . The programme includes an annual workshop and a Garden Lunch with an excellent speaker at
the Jackson Stops Country Inn . The atmosphere is friendly and informative and by no means is everyone
an expert! More details about the society and the 2019 Rutland programme are available on the website
at www.thecgs.org.uk Further details contact Jill Lessey Co Ordinator Tel 01780410533 email
djlessey16@gmail.com

……Parish News….
Parish Council Elections on 2nd May
Only 4 Parish Council members have applied for reelection: Brian Lester, Richard Foster, Paul Finlay
and Greg Harker This means that there is no need
for an election of councillors to take place.
Councillors John Leefe and Molly Hayns have not
applied for re-election and we thank them for the
sterling work they have done for the village. It also
means, however, that there are immediately 2
vacancies on the council and, if you are interested,
please contact the current chairman (Richard
Foster) on 411020. Anyone can apply; the
commitment is only for a few of hours every 2
months. The aim is to have a cross-section of the
village demographic, which means younger people
and ladies are encouraged to join!
Annual Parish Meeting
The Annual Parish Meeting is planned for 25th April
at 7.00pm in St Nicholas Church. It is hoped (but
not yet confirmed) that a proponent of the Woolfox
Garden Village development will provide a
presentation.
An Update on A1 Noise Pollution
The bad news is that Highways England (HE) have
confirmed that they are unable to do any
resurfacing of the A1 near us in the 2019/20
financial year. However, the good news is that they
are developing a scheme to include our stretch of
the A1 in the 2020/21 programme.
HE have said that the scheme will include a low
noise surface as standard on both carriageways.
Low noise surfaces typically reduce noise by 3
decibels (half).
Editor’s Note:
Households in The Spinney Lane and Highfield Farm
area have received letters from Highways England
offering noise protection. Not sure whether other
houses are affected, but worth looking at the
criteria on the HE website and also the report done
by HE on our noise in Aug 2017 (on village website).

Emergency Response Plan
The Parish Council, covering Stretton,
Stocken & Stretton Woods has an
Emergency Response Plan that helps
to identify the skills, knowledge and
resources that can be mustered in a situation
(for example, widespread flooding or snow
and ice) when the emergency services are
overwhelmed and we need to help ourselves.
We are always looking for volunteers,
particularly from Stocken and Stretton
Woods to join the team. Ideally, we should
have a representative from each street,
someone who knows the area and knows
who is likely to be most affected by, say, a
flood or by snow and ice. If you can assist
then please get in touch with me by phone,
e-mail or text, my details are shown below.
At its disposal the team has a limited amount
of emergency equipment including radios,
emergency lighting, water containers and
sandbags. We hold a training session once a
year to run through the most likely risks we
face as a community, but I must stress that
this plan will be activated only in times of
dire emergency when the Emergency
Services cannot reach the village.
With a small amount of effort now we can do
a great deal to help ourselves, to support
each other and to safeguard the most
vulnerable members in our community.
Please give it some thought and call me if you
are interested.
Thank you.
John McCarthy
Response Team Coordinator
01780 410617 or 07497 625489

New to the Village?
Did you know that you can download a copy of the village Welcome Pack from the village website?
The pack is currently being updated, but the current version still has lots of good information
contained. If you have any comments on the Welcome Pack, or would like a hard copy, please
contact Jill Lessey on 410533
The village website can be found at www.strettonvillage.co.uk
Parish Council business can be found at www.strettonparishcouncil.co.uk
Here, you can find all of the minutes, agendas and important notifications received by the Parish
Council. If you would like to publish an article on the website, please contact Penny Isaacs by
using the link at the foot of the home page.

You can also keep in touch with others in the village via our Facebook Page.
Just look for: ‘Stretton In Rutland’

Early signs of spring: Left: Castle Milk Moorit twins with mum at Peter’s Field (belonging to Andrew
Hayns and Penny Isaacs) and (right) spring in Stretton Woods

A NOTE FOR YOUR DIARY …
COME FOR COFFEE AT THE OLD
SCHOOL
It’s For Macmillan
Saturday28thSeptember
10.00 - 1.00pm
Hosts Julian & Jill Lessey and our
team of volunteers
Refreshments,stalls,
musicians,
tours of The Old School
Want to help? Have a stall?
Bake a cake?
Stalls available at £10.00 provide
own table & chairs Please contact
Jill on Tel 01780410533 email
djlessey16 @gmail.com for booking a
stall or further details.
At The Old School Coffee
Mornings we raised £200 in
2009; in 2017 we raised £500;
What can we do in 2019?

Neighbourhood Watch
Regrettably, 2019 has dawned with some old
favourites in the shape of telephone scams and
email scams regarding HMRC refunds that you are
due and TV license payments that must be made!
Oakham Police have had reports of someone
pretending to be from RCC offering refunds and
requesting bank details. One villager was even
threatened with arrest from ‘HMRC’ if they did not
press 1 on their phone immediately!
Of course they are false and should be ignored.
Bone fide organisations will never ask you for
bank/financial details by these methods. On
suspicious contact never auto-click on an
unexpected email or text and certainly not on
attachments. Did you know that there are ways of
reporting these ‘Phishing’ emails? Take a look at
the gov.uk official websites on how to report
suspicious contact.
Recently burglary and thefts from vehicles has
increased together with number plate thefts. Also,
keyless entry vehicles are being stolen, even from
driveways. Advice is to keep the keys in a metal
container where the key code cannot be accessed
by electronic devices.
Generally please be aware and report suspicious
vehicles/ people, currently report information and
crimes to 101 and crime in progress to 999.
By Michael Arnold
Michael & Bea Arnold, 4 Stowe Court
01780 410888 [Mobile 07771522877]
Email arnyco@hotmail.com
Should you have any comments or contributions
for future newsletters, or better still, if you
would like to become the editor (!) please
contact the current editor, Greg Harker on
410117 or grillandegg@hotmail.com

