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FIRST WORLD WAR REMEMBERED

A large congregation attended St
Nicholas’ church on Nov 11th to
commemorate 100 years since the
armistice of The Great War. The
congregation observed 2 minutes
silence and the last post was played. In
memory of the 5 Stretton soldiers who
lost their lives in the War, a
commemorative horseshoe was
presented to the village by the Lord
Lieutenant, Dr Sarah Furness and is now
displayed in the church.
Among the congregation were Ian and Anne
Thomson (left), relatives of Benjamin and
William Hickson, both of whom died during the
War. After the service, Ian and Anne paid their
respects in front of the church plaque and also
visited the memorial tree planted in honour of
the Hickson brothers, now in the grounds of
Lea Dawson’s cottage

The Real Christmas Present
by Anne Adamson (annecadamson@aol.com 01572812816)

Christmas is coming! This is more than a great excuse for celebration in the
darkest part of the year! We remember the birth of Jesus in an insignificant
town in an occupied country more than 2000 years ago. Why?
Here’s one way to look at Christmas this year. It’s God’s Christmas present to
us. And presents are to be received and enjoyed.
Then and now, people ignore or misunderstand or defy God, often a mixture
of all these. The baby born on the first Christmas Day grew up to become a
man who, in his words and actions, shows us what God is really like.

Do join us for our carol service on the 16th December at 4.00 pm.
PIG DYKE MOLLY

……Parish News….
Neighbourhood Watch
By Michael Arnold
Recently several burglaries have occurred in
the Rutland area, both from secured and
unsecured properties and, together with the
ongoing thefts from vehicles, it points to the
need to be continually aware of our property
and vehicle security. Whilst our Parish remains
relatively unscathed, as we enter the festive
season, we are reminded not to leave parcels
and presents unattended or on show, especially
in vehicles whilst shopping or whilst dog
walking. With darker evenings and mornings a
check that sheds and outbuildings are secure is
also worthwhile.
Online and telephone scams are still evident. If
contacted by any suspicious messages or calls
do not give out personal or banking details.
Please report any suspicious activity . [Crime in
progress 999 and 101 to report
crime/information]
Do not forget to use and view the information
on the Rutland NHW app/site. This gives
ongoing crime information and contacts.
Wishing you all a Happy and safe Christmas and
New Year.
Michael & Bea Arnold, 4 Stowe Court
01780 410888 [Mobile 07771522877]
Email arnyco@hotmail.com

From The Parish Council
Ram Jam Inn Development
The Parish Council has been notified that the
planning application for the development of the
Ram Jam Inn was refused. This was on the
basis that it represented an ‘over development’
of the site and would be detrimental to this
major entry point into Rutland. It was also
recognised that the Ram Jam had been an
iconic building and the plans did not provide
sufficient benefit to outweigh the removal of
the historic aspects.
Stocken Defibrillator
The Parish Council gave the go ahead to install
a second defibrillator within the parish at
Stowe Court. This will be in partnership and
kind permission of The Shires and will also
attract a grant from the Karen Ball Trust. It
should be installed within the next few months.

Emergency Response Plan
Should a wide scale major incident occur (for
example, during extreme weather), the Emergency
Services would need to focus their resources on
helping the most vulnerable and those most badly
affected, particularly when lives are at risk. It is
therefore possible that during this winter our
community might be affected but may not receive
immediate assistance because others are in greater
need. For this reason, the Leicestershire, Leicester
& Rutland Emergency Planning Team encouraged
communities to be in a position to help themselves
in these exceptional circumstances.
As a sub-group of the Parish Council, an Emergency
Response Team (ERT) produced an Emergency
Response Plan that helps to identify the skills,
knowledge and resources that can be mustered in
this sort of situation.
The ERT would like to ensure that the plan
encompasses Stocken and Stretton Woods as well
as Stretton village. To that end we need a
volunteer/s from both Stocken and Stretton Woods
to assist us with the development of their area of
the plan. Please get in touch with me as soon as
possible by phone, e-mail or text, my details are
shown below.
We also need Street wardens to assist the
Emergency Response Team in communicating to
their areas what is happening and being good
neighbours by finding out if there is anything people
might need whether that be medical or food
supplies, heating or just a reassuring chat. I must
stress that this Plan would be activated only in times
of dire emergency when the Emergency Services
cannot reach the village.
BY acting together we can do a great deal to help
ourselves, to support each other and to safeguard
the most vulnerable members in our community.
John & Sue McCarthy
9 Walnut Close
01780 410617 (Mob: 07497 625489)
taffsuemccarthy@yahoo.co.uk

BOXERCISE FREE AT SOUTH WITHAM
Why not come and enjoy an hour of ‘Boxercise’
(keep fit) at 10.30 every Monday morning FREE
at the junior school in South Witham. All ages
are most welcome.
For more information please contact Trudy at
01780 410832

Churchwardens Corner
by Jonathan Pattison.
Now that the weather has turned cooler and the
leaves have fallen from the trees, it’s starting to
feel much more like winter. The seasonal adverts
have started on television and decorations are
appearing in shops (and some houses!). We are
definitely on the run up to Christmas where we
look forward to and prepare to celebrate the birth
of Christ.
This year we started our Advent journey in
Stretton on Sunday the 2nd December with Holy
Communion.
Our Carol Service this year will take place on
Sunday 16th December at the usual time of 4pm.
This will be a special service for us of Bible readings
and Carols telling the true story of Christmas.
Candles will light up the church (although not
entirely) and also provide some extra heat! Great
news is that the Cottesmore Hand Bell Ringers are
returning to play for us, in what should be a lovely
service, for people of all ages.
You will all be pleased to know refreshments in the
form of Mulled wine and Mince pies will be
available after the service! There might even be
some Christmas Cake. But please understand that
while we will do our best to heat the church, we
recommend you wrap up warm, as it can get a little

drafty – at least until we get a new heating system
installed.
If you would like to take part in the Carol Service,
either by doing a reading at the service, or by
helping out before hand in decorating the church,
then please don’t hesitate to contact me.
The Christmas Day service will take place on Friday
25th December at the earlier time of 10.15am.
A highlight for January is the service of Induction
of the Reverend Anthony Oram as the new Rector
of Cottesmore (which includes Stretton). This will
take place on Saturday 26th at 3pm in Cottesmore
Church. Everyone is welcome to come and take
part in the service, which will be attended by the
Bishop of Peterborough.
You are very welcome to join us for the church
services at St. Nicholas’ church in January or
February, the Services are:
First Sunday of the month – Holy Communion
11.15am
Third Sunday of the month – Morning Worship
11.15am
If you have any queries about our services, wish to
be more involved in the church, or even have any
ideas for us, they please feel free to contact me
either by email at jonathan@hal5000.co.uk, or by
phone on 07970 820042.

Revised Programme for Severn Trent Water Works
Lisa Orme from Severn Trent Water has confirmed
today (3rd Dec) that the programme of works to renew
water pipes in Stretton will now start this week,
commencing 5 December 2018, on Clipsham Road
instead of Rookery Lane. Once this is complete work
will move onto Rookery Lane before finishing on
Manor Road in the New Year. Rookery Lane and
Manor Road will still need to be closed to through
traffic whilst this essential water pipe replacement
work is completed, but both roads will not be closed
at the same time.

Christmas working
The team will be on site until week ending 21
December 2018, after this they will leave site. The
team will return to site from 2 January 2019 and the
road closure will be in place on Manor Road.
It may also be necessary for residents to park further
down the road as work progresses. A diversion will be
in place and access to your home and pedestrians will
be maintained at all times. Full details can be found
on the village website (including a map of the traffic
flow) at www.strettonparishcouncil.co.uk

OUR WEBSITES AND FACEBOOK PAGE
Over the past couple of Newsletters you will have seen reference to the village website. We are
grateful to Penny Isaacs and Andrew Hayns who host the site at www.strettonvillage.co.uk. However,
because of new data protection laws it has been necessary to make a separate site for Parish Council
business. This is www.strettonparishcouncil.co.uk. On this website you will find all of the minutes,
agendas and important notifications received by the Parish Council. To make life easy, if you go to
Stretton village.co.uk there is a direct link to the new website if you click on ‘Parish Council’. If you
would like to publish an article on the website, please contact Penny by using the link at the foot of
the home page.
You can also keep in touch with others in the village via our Facebook Page. Just look for Stretton
In Rutland

World Nurdling Championship Success for from behind to win the second. In the final
Bear Johnson and Gill Harker
frame, Joel’s form deserted him and, despite
streaking ahead, he could not get the last coin
On a bright Saturday morning in late October, in the hole. Gill’s ‘steady’ approach paid
twenty-eight eager competitors assembled at dividends as she coolly caught up and then
The Jackson Stops Inn for the 364th annual
slotted the winning coin to thunderous
World Nurdling Championships. The Juniors'
applause. This result made Gill only the third
competition kicked things off and it was Bear
lady ever to win the World Nurdling since its
Johnson who took the Junior Challenge Cup
inception in 1654 by Timotheus Seal, acting on
after a very close final match with Isabella
behalf of the Earl of Ancaster.
Hunter. Her brother Jack, the reigning Junior
It was a fun day and was topped by raising
Champion, had been knocked out in an earlier £125 for the Friends of St Nicholas.
round. All 3 played very well in a close
competition. Next came the Seniors and,
during a tense opening round, several past
champions, including the current holder, Paddy
Padmore, were knocked out. Gill Harker, who
had deliberately not trained or practised for the
year, won through her opening heat and beat
former champion Andrew Hayns in the quarterfinal; going on to beat Tony Tullett in the semi.
The other semi-final had been won by Joel
Cassapi, who proved his excellent form by a
narrow victory over Liz Foster. The best of 3
final (reduced from best of 5 by popular
demand) produced some great play with Gill
winning the first game and then Joel, coming

Gill Harker is presented with the winners
trophy by organiser Richard Foster

CAROL SINGING
We will be carol singing around
the village on Thursday 20th
Dec. If you wish to join us please
be at the bus shelter at 6.30.
Carol sheets will be provided but
a torch would be advisable.
As part of the Remembrance events, Chelsea
Pensioner Brian Cumming was invited to unveil a
‘Tommy’ silhouette at RCC offices. The night
before, Helen Briggs (Rutland CC CEO) and other
RCC members entertained Brian in the Jackson
Stops. After supper, (picture) Brian was persuaded
by Councillor Richard Foster to try his hand at
nurdles. Rumour has it that he did rather well,
despite this being his first game!

Should you have any comments or
contributions for future newsletters,
please contact the editor, Greg Harker
on 01780 410117 or
grillandegg@hotmail.com

